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Hampstead i s  a  two-s tory ,  b r i c k  F e d e r a l i s t  mansion wi th  a  hipped roo f ,  
deck and b a l l u s t r a d i n g .  The b r i ck  i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond but  covered 
wi th  s tucco  below t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l .  The main (nor th  and sou th )  
facades of the  circa 1825 s t r u c t u r e  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  a l t e r n a t i n g  window 
bays and p i l a s t e r s  and a  c e n t r a l  two-story pedimented p o r t i c o ,  the  order  
used being a n  o r i g i n a l ,  uncopied one. A l l  columns and p i l a s t e r s  a r e  
unf lu ted  wi th  a t t i c  bases ;  t h e  c a p i t a l  c o n s i s t s  of  a  wa te r l ea f  motif 
r i s i n g  to  a  r i n g  o f  egg and d a r t  molding j u s t  below t h e  abacus. The 
e n t a b l a t u r e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  p l a i n  a r c h i t r a v e  below a  f r i e z e  of t r i g l y p h s  and 
metopes with l e a f  medal l ions  and i s  completed by a  p r o j e c t i n g  co rn ice  
wi th  regulae.  Only t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  the  b a l l u s t r a d i n g  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  
around the e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g .  Both m i n  en t r ances  have s i d e l i g h t s  a s  we l l  
a s  an e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  w i th  a t h r e e - p a r t  window on t h e  second l e v e l .  
A 1 1  bays except  f o r  t h e  two main en t r ances  have i n s e t  panels  w i th  sunburs ts  
between s t o r i e s .  

0 Altered  E Unoltercd 

The c e n t r a l  h a l l  i s  dominated by a  magni f icent  f r ee - s t and ing  s p i r a l  s t a i r  
on the west t h a t  is sepa ra t ed  from t h e  h a l l  by a  g race fu l  three-arched 
sc reen  supported by Roman Ionic  columns. An abundance of d e c o r a t i v e  
p l a s t e r  co rn ices  and c i r c u l a r  c e i l i n g  des igns  a r e  used i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
rooms with King o f  P r u s s i a  marble mantels  i n  the  two e a s t  rooms; some of  
t h e  doorways a r e  framed by twin c o l o n e t t e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  opening, 
suppor t ing  e n t a b l a t u r e s  wi th  p r o j e c t i n g  c o r n i c e s  above. A l t e r a t i o n s  t o  
t h e  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  a r e  minor. 

n M O V . ~  O . ~ ~ ~ . O I  s i te  

Outbuildings inc lude  t h e  r u i n s  of  a  granary ,  a n  e igh teen th -cen tu ry  
c o t t a g e  and a n  icehouse.  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Hampstead was one of s e v e r a l  Webb family proper t i ' es  i n  New Kent County. 
Already a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p l a n t a t i o n  by t h e  late-eighteenth cen tu ry ,  i t  
became one of  t h e  most cons iderable  i n  an te-be l lum Vi rg in ia .  The 
p rope r ty  d e c l i n e d  i n  t h e  pos t -C iv i l  War pe r iod ,  but  has r e tu rned  t o  
something of  i t s  former eminence through t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  twen t i e th -  
cen tu ry  owners - the  William J. Wallaces. 

George Webb in t roduced the Webb fami ly  t o  Vi rg in i a  e a r l y  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
century .  He was soon e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  and gocia1  l e a d e r  i n  
Kew Kent County: seFving a s  a  j u s t i c e  of  t h e  c o u r t  and vestryman of  S t .  
P e t e r ' s  P a r i s h .  I n  one o r  the  o t h e r  c a p a c i t y  Webb r e g u l a r l y  wi tnessed  
t h e  e f f e c t  of p r o v i n c i a l  po l i cy ,  law, and custom on t h e  l i v e s  of  
i n d i v i d u a l  men and women of a l l  ages  and cond i t ions .  This background i s  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  h i s  manual on O f f i c e  and Author i ty  of a J u s t i c e  of  the  
Peace - -  a book "of immense help" t o  contemporary o f f i c i a l s ,  which 
remains "one of the  most informat ive  books of  t h a t  time (Mays, Pendleton,  
I :50)  ." 
George Webb achieved colony-wide acc la im and h i s t o r i c  importance a s  the  
a u t h o r  of  "Webb's J u s t i c e " ;  t h e  family cont inued prominent i n  V i r g i n i a  
s o c i e t y  and p o l i t i c s  u n t i l  the  dea th  of  h i s  grandson, Conrade, i n  1842. 
Conrade (1778-1842) i n h e r i t e d  Hampstead from h i s  f a t h e r ,  Fos t e r  Webb. 
The yonger Webb, a  man of t r a ined  i n t e l l e c t  (B.A., M.A. Brown Unive r s i ty )  
and exper ienced  as a  p l a n t e r ,  brought Hampstead t o  rank among the  foremost 
of V i r g i n i a  p l a n t a t i o n s .  During t h e  18201s ,  he undertook t o  b u i l d  h i s  
g r e a t  house on t h e  h igh  b l u f f  overlooking the  Pamunkey River.  

Thin b u i l d i n g ,  a l though somewhat p r o v i n c i a l  i n  i t s  handl ing ,  is one of  
the  most impress ive  and ornamented F e d e r a l i s t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  Commonweal 
I t s  s i z e  is enhanced by the e longa t ion  of  t h e  p o r t i c o  and t h e  use of 
p i l a s t e r s  and i s  e n t i r e l y  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  prominent s i t e .  Webb's d y n a s t i c  
ambit ions d i e d  wi th  him i n  1842. H i s  c h i l d r e n  having preceeded him t o  
the  grave ,  t h i s  "handsomest house i n  New Kent County (Lancas ter )"  
descended t o  v a r i o u s  r e l a t i v e s  pass ing  o u t  of t h e  family i n  1889. 
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